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PROFESSOR BRIAN COX OBE TO HOST SEVENTH SCIENCE SUMMER 

SCHOOL TO INSPIRE NEXT GENERATION OF BRITISH SCIENTISTS 

 

St Paul’s Way Trust Science Summer School 2018, hosted by Professor Brian Cox 

OBE, is in its seventh year.  It aims to inspire the next generation of British 

scientists and engineers.   

 

This year’s event takes place on Monday 16th July at St Paul’s Way Trust School, 

Tower Hamlets, London and on Tuesday 17th July at Plexal Here East on Queen 

Elizabeth Olympic Park in east London.  

 

St Paul’s Way Trust School initiated the annual Science Summer School in 2012.   Its 

aim is to inspire 11-18 year-olds from London and across the country to pursue careers in 

STEAM subjects – Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Maths - and help to 

realise Professor Brian Cox’s ambition that Britain is recognised as “the best place 

in the world to learn and experience science”. 

 

Skills shortages in STEAM sectors represent a real threat to the UK’s capacity for 

growth. Employers struggle to find enough future employees suitably qualified in 

STEAM to meet demand. Although young people value mathematics and science 

education, many do not study STEAM subjects beyond GCSE and currently too few are 

inspired by STEAM to pursue such choices beyond compulsory education. 

 

St Paul’s Way Trust Science Summer School looks to address the key national and global 

issue of a ‘scientific deficit’ by providing a truly inspiring opportunity for pupils through 

a programme of exciting practical-based workshops, unusual activities and high profile 

guest speakers who deliver short ‘TED talk’ style presentations. The event aims to 

promote the achievement and uptake in Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 

Mathematics subjects and careers. 500 pupils will have the opportunity to attend this 

unique London-based two-day event free-of-charge on July 16 and 17.   
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There is a particular emphasis to promote STEAM subjects and careers to those students 

who are underrepresented in these areas but with an overriding aim of providing a rich 

and stimulating scientific experience that will not be forgotten by anyone.   A major 

focus this year is to encourage young women to consider STEAM as a further 

education and career opportunity. 

 

Executive Headteacher Phil Akerman says: ‘This great event is a key part of our 

STEAM strategy in school. We have a great track record of sending students, who have 

been part of this event, to top universities to read STEAM subjects.  We are delighted to 

be able to share this learning opportunity with other schools’. 

 

Lord Andrew Mawson, co-founder, with Professor Cox, of St Paul’s Way Trust 

Science Summer School, says:  “This year we are devoting Day 1 at St Paul’s Way 

Trust School to helping 400 young women raise their career aspirations in STEAM.   On 

Day 2 we bring 200 young men and women together at Plexal Here East as we 'reach out’ 

to the educational and cultural institutions now moving onto Queen Elizabeth Olympic 

Park to encourage interaction with the schools taking part from east London.  Science 

Summer School continues to go national with young people joining from Carlton Bolling 

College and Dixons Kings Academy in Bradford”. 

 

The Science Summer School has forged links with a number of internationally renowned 

institutions providing invaluable support through funding, logistical resources and 

personnel.  

 

This year Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield join long-standing partner, XL Catlin, to support 

the project.    

 

Keith Whitmore, Head of Design & Construction UK/Italy and Co-Director of 

Construction Management Europe for Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield says:  

“We are proud to support the Science Summer School and think that this is a brilliant 

initiative. As a business, we rely on STEAM skills and want to help encourage young 

people into these careers. We look forward to meeting some of the attendees at this year’s 

event”. 
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The following organisations have also provided invaluable help:  

Pears Foundation supporting the Bradford schools link, Plexal, Here East, Barclays Eagle 

Labs, Hobs Studio, London College of Fashion UAL, Voyage Control,  University 

College London (UCL), RAL Space, Institution of Civil Engineers,  

Well North and The London Legacy Development Corporation – Queen Elizabeth 

Olympic Park  

 

The line-up of speakers for 2018 includes: Dr Chris Faulkes and Professor Frances 

Balkwill – Queen Mary University of London; Roma Agrawal – engineer;   

Dr Chris Pearson – astrophysicist; Dr Sheila Kanani – Royal Astronomical Society;   

Dr Catherine Holloway and Professor Kate Jones - University College London;  

Dr Emma Marczylo and Liana Kafetzopoulou - Public Health England;  

Simon Cochrane - Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield; Professor Alistair Griffiths – Royal 

Horticultural Society; Brittany Harris – Institution of Civil Engineers; and Professor 

Brian Cox (University of Manchester). 

 

Practical workshops include:  a bespoke mix delivered by St Paul’s Way Trust School’s 

enthusiastic and exceptional teachers from the Science, Maths and Technology 

departments as well as colleagues from Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield, Barclays Eagle 

Labs, Hobs Studio, London College of Fashion UAL and University College London 

(UCL).  RAL Space will present drama and dance workshops. 

 

For further information, please contact: 

 

Richard Mallett/Anandi Sala Casanova 

St Paul’s Way Trust Science Summer School 2018 

07768 774 517 

richard.mallett@btconnect.com 
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